STATE  PARK 


THE  PARK 


Buffalo  Rock  State  Park  is  on  a  bluff  which  was 
once  an  island  in  the  Illinois  River.  Now  standing 
majestically  on  the  north  bank,  the  bluff  affords 
a  magnificent  sweeping  view  of  the  Illinois  River. 
This  fortress-like  sandstone  bluff,  the  summit  of 
Buffalo  Rock,  is  40  to  60  rods  wide  and  heavily 
wooded  with  oak,  cedar  and  some  pine.  The 
Illinois  River,  before  the  Niagara  broke  through 
the  heights  at  Lewistown,  was  a  great  lake  here. 


HISTORY 

The  area  was  the  home  of  the  Illinois  Indians 
when  Louis  Jolliet,  the  French  explorer,  and  the 
Jesuit  missionary  priest  Father  Jacques  Mar¬ 
quette  made  their  trip  up  the  Illinois  River  in 
1673.  Later  the  Illinois  tribe  was  virtually  anni¬ 
hilated  in  protracted  warfare  with  the  aggressive 
Iroquois. 

Buffalo  Rock  is  said  to  have  served  the  French 
as  an  early  military,  trading  and  missionary  post. 
LaSalle  and  Tonty,  after  building  Fort  St.  Louis 
on  Starved  Rock  during  the  winter  of  1682-1683, 
gathered  almost  4,000  Indian  warriors  at  the 
front  of  Buffalo  Rock  and  formed  a  confedera¬ 
tion  against  the  Iroquois.  Among  the  tribes  in  the 
confederation  were  the  Miami  who  built  their 
own  fort  on  Buffalo  Rock. 

Later  the  Potawatomi  and  other  Indian  tribes 
were  finally  supplanted  by  the  American  pioneers 
who  turned  the  wilderness  into  a  land  of  farms 
and  cities. 

Through  the  many  years  that  followed,  Buffalo 
Rock  was  used  by  a  religious  sect  as  a  place  for 
holding  camp  meetings  and  still  later  was  used 
as  a  site  for  a  tuberculosis  sanatorium. 

The  Crane  Company  of  Chicago  purchased  Buf¬ 
falo  Rock  in  1912  and  for  a  period  of  about  16 
years  maintained  a  sanatorium  for  sick  employ¬ 
ees  and  a  summer  vacation  ground  for  thousands 
of  employees  and  their  families. 

Deeded  to  the  State:  In  1927  the  Crane  Com¬ 
pany  moved  their  recreation  park  to  larger  quar¬ 
ters.  Several  sand  companies  immediately  sought 
to  acquire  the  property  so  they  could  dismantle 
it  for  the  valuable  deposits  of  silica  sand.  These 
offers  were  rejected  and  the  public  spirited  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  company  along  with  other  members 
of  the  Crane  family  refused  to  allow  Buffalo  Rock 
to  be  sold  or  dismantled.  The  gift  to  the  state  was 
arranged. 


The  deed  to  the  property  was  turned  over  to  the 
state  of  Illinois  November  15,  1928,  with  the  pro¬ 
vision  that  it  was  to  become  a  permanent  state 
park  to  be  known  as  "Buffalo  Rock  Park"  and  the 
caretaker,  Robert  Barnett,  who  was  then  72  years 
of  age,  should  be  retained  in  that  capacity  during 
the  remainder  of  his  lifetime  as  a  reward  for  his 
loyal  services.  The  state  officials  accepted  the 
gift  adhering  to  these  stipulations. 


LOCATION 

Buffalo  Rock  State  Park  is  about  three  miles  west 
of  Ottawa  and  three  miles  south  of  U.S.  6  in 
LaSalle  County. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  There  are  several  popular  picnicking 
areas  with  ample  shade  and  camp  stoves.  A 
shelter  house  with  a  refreshment  stand  and  rest 
room  facilities  is  also  provided.  Camping  is  avail¬ 
able  at  nearby  1 1 1  ini  and  Starved  Rock  State 
Parks. 


VISIT  NEARBY  STATE  PARKS 

Starved  Rock,  across  from  Utica  on  III.  71  and 
III.  178,  is  one  of  the  oldest  state  parks,  out¬ 
standing  historically  as  well  as  in  natural  beauty 
and  recreational  facilities.  The  rustic  lodge  is 
open  the  year  round. 

Matthiessen,  on  III.  178  near  Oglesby,  is  a  para¬ 
dise  of  dells,  stone  formations,  plant,  bird  and 
animal  life  in  a  nature  area. 

Illini,  across  from  Marseilles  on  U.S.  6,  is  a 
family  recreational  area  along  the  Illinois  River. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible 
adult  accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15 
minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  State  Park  and  Memorials  are  within 
easy  access  to  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  man¬ 
agers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round,  except 
when  weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing 
of  park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  when 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  traffic  only. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  Division  of 
Education,  Department  of  Conservation,  State 
Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 
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